
Noon Bible Study: Acts 19 
Third Missionary Journey – c. 52-57 AD (Acts 18:23-21:17) 

Acts 19:1-7 - Paul travels back to Ephesus 

- There is some indication that these were “disciples” of either john the Baptist or some that were made under 
the ministry of Apollos (cp. 18:24-25) based on their understanding up to this point. 

Acts 19:8-10 - Paul stays in Ephesus for 3 more months in synagogue, 2 years in school of Tyrannus. 

- “all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord” 

Acts 19:11-20 - Extraordinary miracles, repentance in Ephesus 

 v. 13-17 - Seven sons of Sceva 
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“The name of Jesus Christ” is not a magic phrase, nor is it a “tag” that we throw on the end of a prayer.  It is a 
phrase of authority based on relationship to Christ.  In this case, the demons overpower the sons of Sceva because 
they were using the name of Jesus without the authority that comes through the obedient relationship.  There are 
sometimes when God honors the use of the name of Jesus, even by imperfect people, for the sake of Jesus’ reputation 
and then there are sometimes when he does not. 

v.17-19 - fear of the Lord, conversion, repentance 

v. 19 - “50,000 pieces of silver” - “Pieces of silver” probably refers to the Greek drachma, which 
represented a laborer’s average daily wage. At $15 (U.S.) per hour, or $120 per day, 50,000 drachmas would 
equal approximately $6 million in today’s currency (ESV Study Bible). 

Acts 19:21-22 - Proposed Itinerary 

- Paul determines that his next course of action will be to go to Jerusalem, after first traveling to 
Macedonia (Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea located there) and Achaia (Athens, Corinth).  After he goes to 
Jerusalem he will go to Rome.  He first sends Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia, while he remains in Asia (in 
Ephesus). 

Ancient Ephesus 

“An important port city on the west  
coast of Asia, Ephesus boasted the temple of Artemis  
(one of the Seven Wonders of the ancient world). Just  
a few decades before Paul, Strabo called Ephesus the  
greatest emporium in the province of Asia Minor (Geography  
12.8.15; cf. 14.1.20–26). However, the silting up of the harbor and  
the ravages of earthquakes caused the abandonment of the harbor city  
several centuries later. Today, among the vast archaeological remains,  
some key structures date from the actual time of the NT. 

The grandiose theater, where citizens chanted “great is Artemis  
of the Ephesians” had been enlarged under Claudius near the time  
when Paul was in the city. It held an estimated 20,000 or more spectators. The theater looked west toward the 
port. From the theater a processional way led north toward the temple of Artemis…A eunuch priest served the 
goddess Artemis, assisted by virgin women. Today very little remains of that once great temple beyond its 
foundations and a sizable altar, although the nearby museum displays two large statues of Artemis discovered 
elsewhere in Ephesus.” (ESV Study Bible, Intro to Ephesians) 
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“When Augustus became emperor in 27 BC, he made Ephesus the capital of proconsular Asia (which covered 
western Asia Minor) instead of Pergamum. Ephesus then entered an era of prosperity, becoming both the seat of 
the governor and a major center of commerce. According to Strabo, it was second in importance and size only to 
Rome (Strabo . Geography (volume 1–7) 14.1.24. Cambridge: Loeb Classical Library, Harvard University Press). 

 

Ephesian Temple Of Artemis 

Antipater of Sidon, who compiled 
the list of the Seven Wonders, 
describes the finished temple: 

I have set eyes on the wall of 
lofty Babylon on which is a road 
for chariots, and the statue of 
Zeus by the Alpheus, and the 
hanging gardens, and the 
colossus of the Sun, and the huge 
labour of the high pyramids, and 
the vast tomb of Mausolus; but when I saw the house of Artemis that mounted to the clouds, those other 
marvels lost their brilliancy, and I said, "Lo, apart from Olympus, the Sun never looked on aught so 
grand"(Antipater, Greek Anthology IX.58). 

“Most of the descriptions of the original Temple of Artemis comes from the Roman historian Pliny the Elder (23 
– 79 AD). He described the temple as a "wonderful monument of Grecian magnificence, and one that merits our 
genuine admiration." Pliny documented its exact proportions, how long the temples took to build and the 
material used during construction. The foundation of the temple was rectangular in form and measured 150 

feet in width and 300 feet in length. 
It was built on a podium with 13 steps 
leading up to the high terrace. There 
were 127 columns total, each 65.6 ft 
high, with Ionic capitals and carved 
circular sides. Unlike other 
sanctuaries, the building was made 
entirely of marble.” (Bryan Hill, 
Ancient-Origins.net) 
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Acts 19:23-34 - Riot in Ephesus 

v. 24-27 - Demetrius stirs up the tradesmen against Paul, 
fearing his business will be affected 

v. 24 - “silver shrines” were smaller models of the temple of 
Artemis, which people brought home to worship. 

v. 30-31 - Paul wanted to go into the assembly, but the other 
believers urged him not to.  There is no indication that he ever 
went there.  Gaius and Aristarchus are brought there however 
by the mob.  The remainder of the record is not a trial or 
defense of Paul, but the civil authorities dealing with those 
who are protesting. 

v. 33-34 - Alexander.  Alexander’s role is not clear.  It is 
possible the Jews had been attempting to disassociate 
themselves with Paul and the Christians. 

Acts 19:35-41 - Town clerk dismisses the rioting assembly 

v. 35 - The town clerk was the chief administrative officer of the city, the liaison between the town 
assembly and the Roman officials. He assured the crowd that their city’s reputation was secure (ESV Study 
Bible) 

 v.35-36 – “Artemis defends us, we do not need to be worried.” 

v. 38-39 - If Demetrius & the craftsmen have a problem, they can bring it to court the lawful & legal way. 

v. 40 - if a city was accused of rioting, the Roman authorities would get involved and possibly send in 
Roman soldier to “keep the peace”. 
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